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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) 

Meeting Minutes – May 14, 2018 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Economic Development Advisory Committee was called to order at 5:03 pm 
at Town Hall by Chairman Steven Bittel.   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT: Chairman Steven Bittel, Beverly Bernard, Mike Gomarlo and Alternate Bill 
Hutwelker. Don Skiba joined the meeting at 5:06 p.m.  
 
ABSENT: Greg Johnson, Bonnie Black, Lynn Rust 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Sewer Commission Chair Glenn Page, Town Administrator Michael Branley 
 
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MEETING MINUTES: 

 The minutes of April 9, 2018 were considered. Bittel moved to accept the minutes of April 9, 2018. The 
motion was seconded by Hutwelker. All were in favor. Motion passed.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
West and North Swanzey Infrastructure 
Bittel asked Page about the sewer infrastructure and what practically might be done to encourage new business in 
West Swanzey. Page spoke about various lots with access to sewer on State Route 10. Page spoke about the 
capacity of the system being 160,000 gallons a day via the plant and somewhere in the neighborhood of 70,000 
gallons is today’s volume, so there is plenty of room for adding customers to the system. He did note that if it 
rains often there is a lot more material to be processed. He added they do have to treat for phosphoresce. The 
process involved fixing out the compound which settles out. The next step is cleanup of the sludge. Page said the 
plant had gone 20+ years between cleanouts, but now treating for phosphoresce increases the sludge which 
means more cleaning, how much is to be determined through experience. He said two lagoons have been recently 
cleaned out. North Swanzey collection system has two pump stations. We own 4.7% of the Keene plant, which 
means we pay 4.7% of the cost of upgrades. We currently use less than 2% of allocated capacity. Page said the 
third system, which is a pass-through, serves Market Basket and a portion of Matthews Road, which passes 
through to the Keene system for a fee. He noted that the West Swanzey rates are some of the lowest in the State 
while the north system is tied to Keene and is one of the most costly.  
 
Page spoke about the capacity of the Keene plant, which could accommodate 280,000 gallons a day, and is 
currently pumping less than 80,000 gallons. There is lots of capacity at the Keene plant, but noted that Keene has 
massive infiltration problems.  
 
Gomarlo asked if the Town of Swanzey was going to put up any funds to expand the sewer and Page said 
$103,000 was used to expand to Cobble Hill Road, which left stubs for the Pappas lot adding potential to develop 
a lot behind Dollar General. Page said they left a stub for every house on the street and added that property 
owners are not required to connect until they have a failed system. These would be gravity feed, except for 
Pappas lot would probably need to be pumped. Page noted that some families did hook up to the system. The 
village of West Swanzey is covered with sewers. He mentioned California Brook Estates and Owens Drive pump to 
the sewer system from their own collection systems. Page said the sewer on West Street does not cross State 
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Route 10 but does go to the Head Start property.  There was a discussion about the last man-hole which Dollar 
General pumps into, among other properties.  
 
Page spoke briefly about sewers around Wilson Pond.  
 
Bittel said it appears that the sewer system is adequate for additional growth on State Route 10. But there are 
drainage problems there for several parcels along both the east and west sides of the road.  
 
There was discussion about the water system in West Swanzey and Page said a storage tank would be costly to 
build, which would be needed to have sprinkler systems for fire protection. The cost would be in excess of one 
millions. Skiba said that the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) plan for storage was 
for a tank going up the hill where the wells are. He spoke about the altitude necessary to get enough pressure. 
There was a brief discussion about the state involvement with funds for the mitigation of MTBE and the idea was 
they could possible pay for extending the water line so as to mitigate for an MTBE spill. However, NH DES learned 
that the parts per billion of MTBE had been sufficiently reduced in the water supply as to go no further with the 
idea.  
 
Page said there is a 12” main stubbed off just south of Market Basket. There was a brief discussion about Yale 
Forest land as well.   
 
There was a discussion about the City of Keene needing water and finding a good source in Swanzey. The idea was 
tossed around about the possibility of providing water from Swanzey to Keene in exchange for sharing the cost of 
a water main. Bittel summed up the general discussion about needing water to further develop business in the 
area. 
 
Next Meeting: As per regular schedule 
 
Adjournment:   
A motion to adjourn was made by Skiba with a second from Bittel and all were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
6:03 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


